Grading Rubric for Mental Health Writing Assignment 


	
	(5) Points
	(4) Points
	        (3/2) Points
	      (1/0) Points

	Main idea
	Clearly presents a main idea and supports it throughout the paper.
	There is a main idea supported throughout most of the paper.
	Vague sense of a main idea, weakly supported throughout the paper.
	No main idea

	Organization: Overall
	Well-planned and well-thought out. Includes title, introduction, statement of main idea, transitions and conclusion. 4 pages long.
	Good overall organization, includes the main organizational tools. 3.5- 3 pages long.
	There is a sense of organization, although some of the organizational tools are used weakly or missing. 2- 2.5 pages long.
	No sense of organization

	Organization: Paragraphs
	All paragraphs have clear ideas, are supported with examples and have smooth transitions.
	Most paragraphs have clear ideas, are supported with some examples and have transitions.
	Some paragraphs have clear ideas, support from examples may be missing and transitions are weak.
	Para. lack clear ideas

	Content (each worth 5 points)

I. Description & overview of the disease
a. History
b. How many people are living with this mental disorder?
c. Are there other forms or types of the mental disorder?
II. Diagnosis
a. When was the mental disorder first diagnosed?
b. What tests do the doctors run to determine whether a person has the mental disorder? 
III. Causes
a. Can the mental disorder be inherited and passed down from parents?
b. Can lifestyle have an effect on the mental disorder?
c. What is the primary cause? 
IV. Signs, Symptoms, Behaviors
V. Treatment & Prevention
a. What are the treatment and prevention options?
b. Is there a cure? 
	Exceptionally well-presented and argued; ideas are detailed, well-developed, supported with specific evidence & facts, as well as examples and specific details.
	Well-presented and argued; ideas are detailed, developed and supported with evidence and details, mostly specific.
	Content is sound and solid; ideas are present but not particularly developed or supported; some evidence, but usually of a generalized nature.
	Content is not sound

	Bibliography
	5 Sources are exceptionally well-integrated and they support claims argued in the paper very effectively. Quotations and Works Cited conform to APA style sheet.
	Sources are well integrated and support the paper’s claims. There may be occasional errors, but the sources and Works Cited conform to APA style sheet. 
	Sources support some claims made in the paper, but might not be integrated well within the paper’s argument. There may be a few errors in APA style..
	The paper does not use adequate research or if it does, the sources are not integrated well. They are not cited correctly according to APA style, nor listed correctly on the Works Cited page.

	Grammar & Mechanics
	Excellent grammar, spelling, syntax and punctuation.
	A few errors in grammar, spelling, syntax and punctuation, but not many.
	Shows a pattern of errors in spelling, grammar, syntax and/or punctuation.  Could also be a sign of lack of proof-reading.
	Continuous errors




